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TELL ME ABOUT MAN’S PURPOSE IN LIFE 

 One of the most ancient and fundamental questions of life is man’s pur-

pose. Throughout history, many have struggled with this question and sought an 

answer. Even presently, many agonize over the purpose of life, whether general-

ly (all mankind) or individually. It seems nearly every human being at some 

point in his or her life will ponder this question. To answer the question, man 

needs information from his Creator; thus, we must acknowledge God’s existence 

and the Bible as His inspired word.  

 The question, “What is man’s purpose in life?” forms the basic theme of 

the book of Ecclesiastes, as King Solomon of Israel sought to find meaning and 

purpose in life. While the exact date of Ecclesiastes is unknown, Jewish tradition 

holds it was near the end of Solomon’s life. Bible students will recall Solomon’s 

woes due to marrying many idolatrous wives who turned his heart from God (1 

Kings 11:1-8). In Ecclesiastes, it seems he is looking back over his life with 

many regrets, as the Holy Spirit uses his life experiences and inspires him to 

write this book.  

 Ecclesiastes often has the tone of an “open letter” of repentance by one 

filled with regret over a vast portion of his life wasted on worldliness, folly, and 

idolatry. From his “life experiment,” Solomon assures his readers that life’s pur-

pose is not found in pleasure, labor, human wisdom, wealth, power, or fame. 

Solomon then offers wisdom for understanding life’s true purpose. Still, without 

its final chapter, Ecclesiastes is a pessimistic and fatalistic book. In fact, some 

have even questioned whether Ecclesiastes is inspired of God due to the apparent 

despair of Solomon as he repeats similar thoughts to that of Ecclesiastes 1:2 – 

“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.” But, Ecclesiastes 12 puts all of the preceding 

text into perspective; it is where Solomon, by inspiration, tells the one thing that 

is not “vanity” and the one true answer to the question of man’s purpose in life.  

 All the preceding thoughts bring us to the end of Ecclesiastes and the God-

given answer to the question that forms the title of this article. Are we listening? 

Are we ready to hear God’s answer? The answer to our question is in Ecclesias-

tes 12:13,14:  
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MEMORY VERSE 

Brotherly Kindness 

This is My commandment, 

that you love one another as 

I have loved you.   

John 15:12 
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✓ “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter” – Solomon exhorts all to listen as he speaks from experi-

ence – he sought life’s purpose in many ways, and this is the conclusion of his experiment.  

✓ “Fear God” – To fear God means to respect Him, but also to be terrified at the thought of facing His 

wrath. A little child may think there is no one greater or stronger than his dad, yet he knows if he disobeys his 

father, there are serious consequences.  

✓ “And keep His commandments” – Since God Himself is love (1 John 4:8), any commandment He has giv-

en man is only for man’s good. No wonder, then, that keeping His commandments is an inherent part of man’s 

purpose in life.  

✓ “For this is man’s all” – In other words, this is man’s ultimate purpose and the very reason for his exist-

ence; this is man’s “all.”  

✓ “For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil” – If 

knowing that this is man’s all is not enough to convince one to do so, Solomon gives additional motivation: 

judgment. If one is not motivated by knowing that fearing/obeying God is his very essence, then he surely 

ought to be motivated knowing he will one day stand before the Almighty and give an account of his life.  

What is man’s purpose in life? Simply, it is to fear God and keep His commandments. Though not difficult to 

understand, living out this purpose is not always easy. Humans were created and put on earth to give glory and 

honor to God. If humans are to live happy, contented, full lives, they absolutely must live according to the pur-

pose for which they are created.  

A notable feature of Ecclesiastes is the lack of Messianic prophecy. But, perhaps Jesus is seen in “the preach-

er” (Ecclesiastes 1:1), the one “greater than Solomon” (Luke 11:31) who came to show humans the Father and 

to declare the true purpose of life – “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abun-

dantly” (John 10:10). It is easy to get distracted by things in this life, but may God’s amazing love and the in-

escapable judgment remind us not merely to exist, but to live and fulfill our true purpose.  

-- Chad Dollahite  

MAY 
Sybil - 3 June 

MacRae - 11 June 
Carol H. - 13 June 
Kaeley - 14 June 

Pak-Tjun - 14 June 
Augustine - 15 June 
Meredith - 20 June 

Joe - 24 June 
Lynnette - 28 June 
Raquel - 30 June 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

- JUNE - 

12 Men’s Meeting (5pm) 

13 Ladies Class 

27 Ladies Class 

 

BIBLE CLASS: Jonathan, A Man Of Generosity And 

Humility 

SERMON: Simon Peter - A Faith That Would Falter 

But Not Fail (Luke 22:31) 

Men to Serve This Week Next Week 

Songs Before Class Stephen Peter 

Bible Class Daniel Jin 

Song Leader Peter Randall 

Opening Prayer Han Leon 
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